Differentiation Strategies
Bertie Kingore
Forced Analogies/Metaphorical Thinking

Have students compare two things that seem to have nothing in common.  

One content related item or idea and something completely unrelated.

Process Letter


Write a letter explaining how to solve a problem or how to perform a task.

This is an excellent pre-assessment to see if the student can do something before it is taught.  It also shows exactly where the process breaks down for the student, which can be used for individualized instruction based on student needs.

Sentence Cents

This is a fun way to work on grammar.  It is also easy to differentiate for varied students.

Procedure:

Part 1

Write this price list on the board:


Conjunctions

$.05  


Nouns & Verbs
$.10


Adjectives

$.15


Adverbs

$.25

(You can add any other focus points as needed)



Part 2

Have the students write sentences that cost a certain amount.

Ex.  Write a sentence that costs 55 cents.  

(The sentence must cost exactly the given amount.)

Challenge the students to use vocabulary words, concepts being taught, or anything that you want them to think about.  This can be differentiated by level of difficulty.  Make various examples and have students move through them until they are stuck.

Part 3 (Extensions)

1.  Analyze patters seen

2.  Find the least expensive way to write something

3.  Find the most expensive way to write something

4. Write a paragraph on a given topic that has a certain dollar amount.

Mathematics Word Problem Activity


This is a great extension or variation using math word problems.


Procedure:


Take a multiple-choice word problem and whiteout the question sentence.  

Have the students complete the problem by creating a question sentence that can be answered by one of the given choices.


They can make one question sentence for each of the answer choices.

Think Tank


This is an excellent way to include analysis and evaluation.

Procedure:

Use an incorrect sample of student work and put it up on a wall in the room.

This will be the Think Tank.  Students will go to the think tank to analyze the mistakes made by the unnamed student.  They log the mistakes and write advice to that student on how to avoid making it again.

Thinking Triangle

This is excellent for critical thinking.  The student must use only the given amount of words to explain a topic or story.

Here’s what it looks like:






1. ________





2. ________       ________




3. ________        ________        ________



4. ________        ________        ________        ________


5. ________        ________        ________        ________        ________


Non-Fiction or Content Area

Novel or Short Story

1. Who or What



1.   Character

2. Where




2.   Setting

3. When




3.   Problem

4. How




4.  Key Event

5. Why




5.   Main Idea

You can modify the requirements based on the lesson objectives.
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